Annex 2 to Communication No 1027.0620.19.2024

RESEARCH PROJECT COOPERATION AGREEMENT
FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROPOSED RESEARCH PROJECT
(a template of the extended version of the research project cooperation agreement
of the group of entities)
With the hereby Agreement dated .............................., concluded in Kraków, between:
Jagiellonian University in Kraków with a registered seat at ul. Gołębia 24, 31-007 Kraków NIP: PL 675-000-22-36, REGON: 000001270
represented by:
Prof. dr hab. Piotr Kuśtrowski, JU Vice-Rector for Research, with the financial countersignature of JU Bursar or JU Deputy Bursar, hereinafter referred to as the “Leader”
………………………………….., ul. …………………………………………………..,
NIP: ………………………………, REGON:
with its registered office…….……….,
represented by:
……………………………………………………………………………………………….
(details of a person authorised to represent the entity)
hereinafter: ‘Partner’
hereinafter jointly referred as ‘Partners,’ ‘Parties’ or ‘Group of entities’
Witnesseth:
§1 Subject of the Agreement
The Parties to this Agreement have decided to establish cooperation in order to jointly implement the project titled _________________________ in the call _________________________ operated by the National Science Centre, hereinafter: the “NCN”.
§2 Timeframe of the Agreement
1. The Agreement enters into force on the day of its signing by all Parties and is valid from the date of receipt of the NCN Director’s funding decision until the end of the project implementation assessment.
2. The Agreement shall expire in the event of:
a. completion and full settlement of the Project by the NCN, according to
the provisions of the project funding agreement;
b. termination, cancellation or expiry of
the research project funding agreement,
c. resignation from the Project implementation before signing the research project funding agreement 
§3 Representing the group of entities
1. The Parties agree that the Leader – the entity representing a Group
of entities — shall be ____________________.
2. The Leader shall:
· act on behalf of the Group of Entities, including inter alia, to conclude on behalf of the Group of Entities an Agreement, hereinafter: ‘research project funding agreement;’
· represent the Group of Entities in contacts with the NCN;
· sign declarations, letters, memoranda of understanding and other documents specified in the research project funding agreement;
· relay to other Parties to the Agreement the information received from the NCN.
3. The Partners authorise the Leader to perform on their behalf the actions indicated in the above § 3.2. At the request of the Leader, the Partner is required to submit to the Leader a separate power of attorney in the form necessary for the Leader to perform the activities indicated in the above § 3.2, not later than within 7 days of the date of delivering such request to the Partner.
4. The representative of the Leader and simultaneously of the Principal Investigator is
 
_________________________.
§ 4 Parties’ rights and obligations
1. The Parties undertake to carry out the provisions of the research project funding agreement with due diligence and taking into account the professional nature of their business (best practice).
2. The Parties undertake to carry out the obligations following from this Agreement, the research project funding agreement and the law applicable on the territory of the Republic of Poland in a diligent and timely manner.
3. The Parties agree to provide one another with any necessary scientific, technical and other information relating to the Project.
4. The Parties shall not take any actions that could in any way interfere with or exclude the achievement of the purpose for which this collaboration was established.
5. The Parties undertake to submit to the Principal Investigator or the representative appointed by the Principal Investigator – not later than 10 days before the date of submitting to the NCN the documents required by the research project funding agreement – a report on the status of the tasks performed by them in the Project, written information, data and documents enabling the preparation of all reports specified in the research project funding agreement and concerning the part of the Project implemented by a given Party.
§5 Organisational structure
A Group of entities’ organisational structure comprises:
1. Principal Investigator,
2. Coordinating Team.
§6 Principal Investigator
1. A project’s principal investigator represents the Leader in matters related to the implementation and acts on their behalf.
2. The Principal Investigator is responsible for:
1) preparing reports and documentation on project implementation as required by the research project funding agreement;
2) supervising the work of the Coordinating Team;
3) supervising the implementation and the subject-specific accuracy of the Project within the scope stipulated by the research project funding agreement;
3. The Principal Investigator directs the work of the Coordinating Team.
4. The principal investigator may at any time convene a meeting of the Coordinating Team and/or request the presentation of the results of the Project or specific actions undertaken to achieve the results.
5. The Principal Investigator shall manage matters related to the functioning of the Coordinating Team
and shall resolve any disputes at the level of the Coordinating Team.
6. If the information provided by a Party is incorrect or incomplete, the Principal Investigator has the right to request its supplementation or correction without delay.
7. The Principal Investigator has the right to request a Party to change the person assigned to work on the Coordinating Team, if they fail to commit to the work of the Coordinating Team, or for any other objectively important reason that jeopardizes or may jeopardize the implementation of the Project.
§7 Coordinating Team
1. The Coordinating Team consists of:
a. The Principal Investigator,
b. The Partner’s representative.
2. The Coordinating Team shall implement collaboration between the Parties under the Project. The Party’s appointed representative shall be responsible for coordinating its participation in the project.
3. The responsibilities of the Coordinating Team include:
3.1. 
approval of the detailed schedule and the Parties’ scope of tasks before signing the research project funding agreement;
3.2. 
modifying and approving the Project’s schedule and the Project’s costing.
4. The Coordinating Team shall follow the principle of unanimity in making all decisions related to the implementation of the Project and in other matters under this Agreement. In case of lack of unanimity, the decision is made by the Principal Investigator representing the Leader.
5. The representatives of the Parties within the Coordination Team shall be liable in particular for:
a. substantive implementation of tasks in accordance with the adopted schedule
b. organisation and coordination of the work in the team of people performing the Partner's tasks, including informing the Principal investigator about the change in the composition of the team;
c. cooperation with the Principal Investigator in informing or obtaining permits from administrative authorities or other entities necessary to conduct research as part of the tasks, if required by law;
d. informing the Principal Investigator forthwith about delays in relation to the adopted schedule, informing about the need to increase the expenditure limit set in the cost estimate and other significant circumstances affecting the implementation of a given task;
e. providing the Principal Investigator forthwith with other comments and conclusions in matters related to the implementation of tasks.
§8 Settlements
1. Funding of the Project shall take place according to the provisions of the research project funding agreement, documents approved by the Coordinating Team or the Principal Investigator, and legal regulations.
2. Funds for the Project may not be disbursed for purposes other than those specified in this Agreement, the documents approved by the Coordinating Team or the principal investigator, and the research project funding agreement.
3. If an instalment of the Project's funding is received at the account of
the Project Leader:
3.1. Without delay, but no later than within 7 days from the date of receipt of the relevant instalment of funding into the account of the Project Leader, the Project Leader shall notify the other Parties;
3.2. The Leader of a project shall transfer to the bank account of the Group of entities’ members their due funds upon receiving these funds from the NCN, in accordance with the provisions of the research project funding agreement;
3.3. In the event that the instalment of the funds diverges from the amount that follows from the research project funding agreement, the amount received shall be divided in proportion to the participation of each Party in the financial costs that follow from the research project funding agreement. Should a reduction of the amount result from a failure to perform or improper performance of the research project funding agreement by one of the Parties, only the amount due to that Party shall be reduced.
§9 Liability
1. Each Party shall be liable to the NCN for the proper performance of its tasks as specified in the Project implementation schedule and the Research Project Funding Agreement. Towards the NCN and other third parties, each Party shall be liable on its own for any damage caused by it in the performance of the Agreement.
2. Each Party shall be liable to the other Parties for damages resulting from its failure to perform or improper performance of the Agreement or the Research Project Funding Agreement, in particular within the limits stipulated in the Civil Code, and shall be required to redress the damage in the form of an obligation to return, forfeit or reduce the amounts of funding or incidental dues from the amounts of funding, its own costs incurred or to satisfy justified claims of the NCN or third parties, if the damage was caused by reasons for which the Party is responsible. Forfeited gains shall not be covered by the remit of liability.
3. Should the NCN, pursuant to the research project funding agreement or applicable law, require the Group of Entities that entered into this Agreement, or any of the Parties, to pay contractual penalties or damages for failure to perform or improper performance of the research project funding agreement, then the Party that is wholly or partially responsible for the failure to perform or improper performance of the research project funding agreement shall satisfy the NCN's claim in proportion to the extent of that Party's contribution to the claim, irrespective of the fact to which Party the claim has been addressed, including cases when it has been addressed to several
Parties jointly or to a Group of entities, provided that, respectively, the Party or Parties to which the claim has been addressed by the NCN or the Project Leader notifies the responsible Party of the NCN's claim. The party responsible for failure to perform or improper performance of the research project funding agreement shall release the Party or Parties to which the the claim has been addressed by the NCN from the obligation to redress the damage to the NCN in proportion to the extent of that Party's contribution to the claim. This provision shall apply, as appropriate, also to claims made by third Parties.
4. In the event that any of the Parties (the Injured Party) satisfies any justified claims of the NCN for failure to perform or improper performance of the research project funding agreement, caused by a failure to perform or improper performance by another Party (the Infringing Party) of its obligations under the Agreement or the research project funding agreement, the Infringing Party shall be obliged to reimburse to the Injured Party the entire consideration paid by it on this account.
5. In the event that, under the research project funding agreement, the NCN demands the return of:
5.1. the whole of the transferred funding – the Parties shall be obliged to return the parts of the funding received by them; §9.2 above shall then apply to mutual settlements between the Parties;
5.2. a part of the transferred funding – the Parties responsible for failure to perform or improper performance of the Research Project Funding Agreement resulting in the obligation to return a part of the funding, shall satisfy the NCN's claim in the part corresponding to the degree of each Party's contribution to the claim.
The reimbursement shall be made through the Leader, who will then indicate to the other members of the Group of Entities the bank account number to be reimbursed.
§10 Equipment, materials, services
1. Purchase of equipment, materials and contracting of services should be done in accordance with the Act of 11 September 2019: the Public Procurement Law (consolidated text: Journal of Laws of 2021, item 1129, as amended), internal regulations on purchasing equipment, materials and contracting services applicable at the Party that makes the acquisition, and in accordance with the provisions of the research project funding agreement.
2. Unless the research project funding agreement stipulates otherwise, the research equipment purchased or built for the purpose of implementing the Project, included in the costs of the Project, is subject to commitment by the Party which has purchased or built it, in accordance with separate regulations concerning fixed assets.
3. Revenues from sale of the equipment, purchased or built over the course of implementing the project, received while performing the Project, shall be returned to the NCN’s account via Project Leader.
§11 Modification of membership in the Group of Entities, termination of the Agreement
1. Termination of this Agreement by either Party shall be permissible only if the following conditions are cumulatively met:
1.1. designation by the terminating Party (Terminating Party), with the consent of the NCN and the other Parties, of an entity to assume the rights and obligations of the terminating Party (Legal Successor), together with delivery of a written statement by the Legal Successor accepting such rights and obligations and signing an annex to this Agreement, which shall be equivalent to the Legal Successor assuming the rights and obligations of the Terminating Party;
1.2. the Terminating Party is required to return all funds that have not been disbursed or have been inadequately disbursed, including due interest if provided for by the applicable law and the Research Project Funding Agreement;
1.3. in the event that any dues are required to be paid to the NCN or any Party in connection with or arising out of the termination of the Agreement, the Terminating Party shall promptly pay such dues to the NCN or the Party.
§12 Intellectual property rights
1. Unless otherwise stipulated in the Research Project Funding Agreement, research results and economic copyright in the results generated by a Party in the performance of the tasks of the Project shall be vested in that Party in all fields of exploitation existing at the time of signature of this Agreement and corresponding to the type of work, notably those listed in Article 50 of the Act of 4 February 1994 on copyright and derivative rights (consolidated text: Journal of Laws of 2021, item 1062 as amended) without any limitations regarding time and territory.
2. In case of jointly achieving the results of works under the project, the Parties shall regulate the share of each Party and the rules of exercising author's economic rights to these results in a separate agreement.
3. Unless the Research Project Funding Agreement stipulates otherwise, industrial property rights to the results of works having the features of an invention, utility model, industrial design or trademark shall be owned by the Party that obtained them. That Party shall have the exclusive right to:
3.1. file patent applications for the invention;
3.2. file applications to obtain the right of protection for a utility model or
a trademark;
3.3. file applications to obtain the right to register an industrial design.
4. In case of jointly producing the results of works having the nature of an invention, a utility model or a trademark, the share of each Party shall be regulated in a separate agreement, taking into account the intellectual, financial and material contribution of the Parties to the creation of these results.
5. Unless otherwise provided for in the Research Project Funding Agreement, the rights to the results of works constituting know-how shall be the property of the Party which is the author of these works.
6. In the event of joint acquisition of the results of work constituting know-how as part of the implementation of the Project, the Parties will regulate the participation of each Party in these results in a separate agreement, taking into account the intellectual, financial and material contribution of the Parties to the creation of know-how.
7. No Party may transfer the joint results of the Project to third parties without prior written consent of all Parties. The results of the Project may be made available to entities that are not members of the Agreement only on market terms and after reserving copyrights in an appropriate form and taking into account the proportion of their share in the results.
8. All intellectual property rights which were in the Parties possession or which were at their disposal prior to the starting date of this Agreement, shall remain their exclusive property during the Agreement implementation as well as upon the cooperation being finished.
9. The rules for transferring the rights to the results deriving from Project implementation between Partners (for compensation equivalent to the market price of these rights) shall be defined in a separate agreement.
§13 Final provisions
1. Cooperation within the Group of entities formed by this Agreement is based on a contractual relationship established for the purpose of carrying out a research project and cannot be considered as the establishment of a commercial company or other legal person, nor as the conclusion of a Civil Partnership Agreement.
2. The Parties agree that to the extent necessary for meeting the objectives specified in this Agreement, the compliance of data processing – i.e. the performance of legal duties towards the persons to whom the data pertain and towards relevant bodies charged with the protection of personal data (including information and registration) – with the applicable general regulations rests with each Party proportionately to the circumstances that apply to it, independently of the other Parties.
3. This Agreement does not contain provisions or wording that are inconsistent with the Research Project Funding Agreement. Should any provision of this Agreement become invalid or ineffective, the validity and effectiveness of the remaining provisions shall not be affected. An invalid or ineffective provision shall be replaced by the Parties with a valid provision, the text of which shall be the most consistent with the Parties' intentions.
4. The transfer of claims related to the implementation of the Project by any of the Parties to the Agreement to a third party requires prior written consent of all Parties on pain of nullity.
5. Each Party shall incur its own costs related to the performance of this Agreement and its participation in the Group of entities for the joint implementation of the research project.
6. The Parties shall endeavour to resolve any disputes concerning the performance of this Agreement amicably. Should this not be possible, the Parties shall submit any disputes arising from this Agreement to the jurisdiction of the court having jurisdiction over the registered office of the Project Leader.
7. All amendments to this Agreement shall be made in writing, otherwise shall be null and void.
8. In matters not governed by this Agreement the provisions of the research project funding agreement and of the law applicable on the territory of the Republic of Poland shall apply.
9. The Agreement has been drawn up in duplicate, one copy for each Party, or in the form of an electronic document signed by the Head of the Entity or a person authorised by them with a qualified electronic signature. Should the Agreement be drawn up in the form of an electronic document, it is assumed that the date of the last qualified electronic signature constitutes the date of concluding the Agreement.
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